
Cheaper and Better



Current Process

The current process is poor, and unlikely to lead 
to a popular, fundable, and enduring scheme.
Why? It’s a top down, secretive, predetermined 
outcome dictated by Wellington, based on 
untested assumptions.

Council and public needs to be at the heart of 
the decision in order for a right sized solution 
with full social licence to be developed.



Problem Case

• The missing modes (rapid transit, walking and cycling)
• Additional traffic lanes to balance network
• Resilience to enable thorough renewal of existing bridge



Proposal
Add a six-lane bridge across the harbour from old toll plaza to Pier Z

• Vehicle lanes right-sized with motorways and local access on either side 
• 4 motorway lanes + 2 local traffic + bus each way = 12 road lanes
• 2 Rapid Transit lanes ready for any future system: bus, light rail or metro
• Active modes lanes with stunning views



Bridge > Tunnel
Lowest cost, least disruptive, full solution instead of a high cost, high disruption partial solution

• New Bridge: 4 southbound motorway lanes to connect directly into the Victoria Park Viaduct
• New Bridge: 2 dedicated rapid transit lanes to Fanshawe Street bus or rail
• New Bridge: walking and cycling on stunning new bridge with best views over harbour
• Current Bridge: becomes 4 northbound motorways lanes + 4 local traffic and bus lanes



Capacity, choice, and future proofing

Existing capacity 30,000 people/hour, new capacity 75,000 across all modes.
Road freight, regional traffic, local traffic, local bus, future Rapid Transit, and 
active modes all provided for and separated.



Elegant new bridge to grace harbour

Building in the harbour away from current bridge is less 
disruptive and enables prefabrication.
Highly visible (a benefit!)

*Bridge proposal by Nicolas Reid MRCagney NZ Ltd



Cheaper and Better

● Best, most cost effective, and comprehensive solution we’ve seen
● Delivers magnificent outcome that raises Auckland’s appeal (our Golden Gate)
● Public needs to be fully involved through whole process



Questions


